Life in the Fast Lane

Artist: Eagles
Source: Hotel California (Album, 1977)
Genre: Hard Rock/ Blues Rock

From Eagles' signature album Hotel
California, 'Life in the Fast Lane' was composed
around the now iconic riff written by guitarist
Joe Walsh. With themes of living an excessive
and reckless lifestyle, it has become a staple
song of Eagles’ discography and has had
several cover versions released, including one
by Hinder and Jill Johnson.

During the 70s, Eagles saw a steady rise to
superstardom in the USA, releasing multiple
hit songs and winning a wide range of awards.
Founding members Don Henley and Glenn
Frey first met as touring musicians for singer
Linda Ronstadt, going on to form Eagles
shortly after. Many of their earlier songs
were rooted in country rock, but they steered
more towards hard rock tropes for their
third studio album. The band achieved major
success with the iconic Hotel California,
since immortalised thanks to the unfading
popularity of its title track of the same
name. Eagles eventually went on hiatus in
the early '‘80s, and despite legal disputes
and the unfortunate passing of Glenn Frey,
the group remained somewhat active,
performing live and touring occasionally, as
they still do to this day.
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Recommended Listening 63

Boston Boston (1976)
Boston's landmark eponymous LP set a high bar for '70s arena rock. Featuring lush vocal
harmonies, soaring guitar solos and a polished production, the album contains their signature song

‘More Than a Feeling'.

Bad Company Straight Shooter (1975)
Another classic band of the '70s, Bad Company showcase a solid rock sound with roots in blues
rock. Straight Shooter includes hits such as 'Feel Like Makin' Love' and ‘Shooting Star".
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Lifeinthe Fast Lane

Words and Music by Don Henley, Glenn Frey and Joe Walsh
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